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T's 1 Church af Chrize, meeting hos "Ell 

public Ypyohip, in Store-Street, Bedford. © 

n N 4 IM 
MN res FRIENDS, | 


* your request the following Sermon is "4M 
now printed. Had I known your pleasure 
sooner, probably it A N have been better 
worth youꝶ noti * But the difference be- 
tween this Seen that which you heard 
me preach, is not great : and I flatter myself 3 
you will meet with very few alterations that 9 5 
you will ae | 1 
„ 72 

.In Dedications, the best of men have TIP 5 : 
oben boca ieee cxhaatipſyraba, Jeb * . ES 
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adulation is here avoided. I shall make no 
extravagant profession of my regard for 
you, nor idly boast of your affection for me. 
I $hall only say, after preaching statedly to 
you more than twenty-two years, I feel 
myself sensible, both of your forbearance 
and kindness, and that I wish, in your ser- 
vice, and as your pastor, to finish my 
course with joy. 


Lam, 
My Dear Friends, 
Your's in the Gospel of Christ, 


3 JOHN MARTIN. 
Great Ruſllel-Street, | 
Bloomſbury-Squarc. 


March 15, 1796. 10 JA 66 


PREFACE. 


Tur Church, formerly meeting in Graf: 
ton- Street, Soho, were long since of opi- 


nion, that they wanted a more quiet and 
extensive place of worship. At different 


times, certain plans were talked of and 
proposed, which, upon mature investigation, 
they rejected. But in the year 1794, Mr. 
William Ashlin, of Sloane-Street, Chelsea, 
one of the members of this Church, brought 
forward a proposal which they could not 
reject. In one of , their regular Church 
Meetings, he spake to this effect: 


© MY FRIENDS, 
Ir you are still of opinion, that a larger 


and better place of worship is wanting, I 
| * will 


* 


6 
* will undertake to build one of that descrip- 
* tion at my own expence. The place I am 
& in treaty about for that purpose, is on the 
« Duke of Bedford's estate, at the East end 
of Store-Street, nearly opposite the back 
front of the British Museum. When the 
* building is finished, I will say, THERE 17 
* 1s, Should it meet with your approbation, 
you may give me just what you please. None 
« of our friends shall be pressed to subscribe 
* a single guinea ; nor do I wish any col- 
* lection to be made at the doors of that 
Meeting on my account. But, I am wil- 
ling to accept whatever you, or others, 
may be disposed to subscribe.—I have only 
to add, when ] have done my best to give 
* you satisfaction, il you then resolve to 
remove from this place to THAT, the new 
Mceting shall be vested in trustees, chosen 
„by yourselves, in such a manner as you 


and they shall approve.” 


A proposal, at once so liberal, and so un- 


expected, pleased and surprised the gener- 
1 ct ality 


bs v4 * 


(. vii) 


ality of our friends. It was therefore ac- 


* 


cepted by them, with due acknowledgements 
to Mr. Ashlin ſor his distinguished bene- 


volence, 


The first brick of the new Meeting was 
laid by Mrs. Ashlin, April 29, 1794; and 
on the 28th of June 1795, it was opened for 
public worship. 


The expence of this Building and its ap- 
purtenances, (which expence 1s already paid) 
amounts to more than three thousand four 
hundred and seventy-five pounds. Toward 
this sum, the Church and Congregation have 
freely subscribed seventeen hundred pounds, 


Such conduct on all sides, and the final 
settlement of this business, needs no en— 
comium. It speaks for itsell. —Let it how- 
ever, be remembered, that this has been done 
by Protestant Dissenters, cheerſully paying 
every parochial tax, at a time when we hear 
loud, and general complaints of trade: and 


done, not by men of great landed property; 
but 


©, oy 
but by TRADESMEN, and by others in in- 
ſerior stations. | 


It is presumed, that this short, but fair 
account of these things, will sufficiently re- 
fute chose disingenuous reports which some 
have propagated, and others have believed. 
Perhaps too, what is now published, may 
operate with good effect on some of our Con- 
gregational Churches, and incline them, not 
only to applaud, but as occasion may offer 
to follow such an example. 


10 JA 66 


THE 


ERRATA;: 


Page 6, for chain, read chair. 
28, for incomparibly, read incomparably, 


28, Twice, tor priviledge, read privilege. 


THE 


SERMON. 


ACTS XIV. 7. 


AND THERE THEY PREACHED THE GOSPEL. 


1 gospel of Jeſus Christ, is by far the most 
important, and interesting subject that ever 
engaged, or ever will engage the attention of 
mankind. The studies of nature are pleasant. 
The knowledge of commerce is beneficial. Arts 
and sciences are useful. Law and government 
demand and deserve our notice, But the gospel 
of Christ is the power of God unto salvation. 


This gospel however, is only to be found 
where God is pleased to send it. When Paul 
preached at Antioch, he said, Men and brethren, 
children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever 
among you feareth God, to you is the word of this 

Y B sal vation 


( 2 5 

Salvation 5x7. And wheresoever tuo or three 
are gathered together in the name of Christ, they 
are gathered together by the medium of that gos- 
pel which is sent to one place, and not to another, 
just as it seemeth good in his sight. The carpet 
and canopy of nature, are open to every eye, in 
every region; but the blessings of grace, and even 
the report of those — are concealed from 
millions. 


We cannot precisely say, by what peculiar 
providences, many of the first preachers of the 
gospel were led far from their native country to 
very distant and unhospitable shores, as well as 
into the most disagreeable parts of their own nation, 
on no other errand than to publish glad tidings to 
sinful and deluded people: yet we have reason to 
believe, that in all their emigrations, they were 
under divine direction. Cherish this thought. 
For the more you are convinced THEY were under 
such direction, you will hear the gospel with the 
greater reverence, and pray more fervently, that 
it may be sent to every nation under heaven. 


But if the gospel is of such importance, some 


may demand, Why is it not sent immediately, 
from pole to pole, and from shore to shore? 


— 


I answer, as. as gospel of which I 
speak, is the gospel of the grace of God, Of 
that God, who will be gracious to whom he 


will 


3 


will be gracious. His grace is due to no man; 
nor to any nation. He cannot be induced 
to send his gospel any where, on the ground 
of previous merit in depraved creatures. Erring 
and sinful men, who daily transgress his holy laws, 
may be righteously left to themselves, and at last, 
be rewarded according to their folly. The gospel 
therefore, must always be considered as that to 
which we have no claim: and we shall read, and 
hear it in a very improper temper, should we, 
(which God forbid) indulge the oppoxite opinion, 


If we think that God, our judge, is obliged to 
save us; if we imagine he is obliged to keep us 
from sinning against him, or to preserve us from 
that death which is the wages of sin, we are de- 
ceived. But if we view the gospel as Moses did, 
when he said, My doctrine shall drop as the rain, 
my speech-shall distil as the dew, as the small rain 
upon the tender herb, and as the shgwers upon 
the grass; (that is, as something very precious, 
which no man has deserved,) we shall highly prize 
its contents, and be disposed to pray, that this rain 
and dew, and these fruitful showers, may quicken 
and refresh the most uncultivated minds of men. 


The Psalmist, as well as Moses, contended, that 
such doctrine was of sovereign grace. He 
sbeweth, said David, his word unto Jacob, his 
Statutes and his judgments unto Israel. He hath 

not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judg- 
; | B 2 ments 


(4) 
ments, they have nat known them. Praise ye the 
Lord. David spake thus to Israel, when God had 
not shown such favor to any other nation. What 
then should we say, who now know, that God hath, 
long since, sent his word of promise to many nations! 
Let us be thankful to him, and bless his Name, for 
the increased, and increasing display of his sovereign 
grace, and waving truth to the varied and distant 
tribes of the Gentiles, scattered abroad upon the 
face of the earth. As we are properly affected 
with such favor, we shall not willingly waste 
our time in worldly amusements; nor con- 
sume it, by giving too much attention to self- 
righteous squabbles, and to the objections of 
unbelievers: but, be much better employed. 
We shall endeavour. to give all diligence ta make 
our calling and election zure. 

Among the nations to which the gospel was sent 
in the first century, there were men and women 
of all conditions, Such characters the apostles 
undoubtedly met with at Athens and Rome, in 
the regions of Galatia, in the coasts of Galilee, and 
in the many other cities, towns, villages, and ob- 
scure places, which they visited and instructed. 


From our context it appears, the gospel was 
preached at Iconium, at Lystra, and Derbe, 
cities of Lycaonia; and in the region that lieth 
round about. In these places, Paul and Barnabas so 


spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews, and 
also 


(5) 

also of the Greeks, believed. They were indeed, 
severely persecuted at Iconinm, and at Lystra ; but 
their labours were owned and blessed. Aſtet some 
years absence, when Paul re-visited Derbe and 
Lystra, he found in those parts, Timothy the 
Evangelist; who was well reported of by the 
brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium. 


Our Lord himself, published the same gospel 
in the borders of Zebulon and Nepthalim; that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias 
the prophet, saying, The land of Zebulon, and 
the land of Nepthalim, by the way of the sca, be- 
yond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people 
that sat in darkness, saw great light ;. and to them 
which sat in the region and shadow of death, light 


is sprung up. 


But, why hath God sent his gospel to the 
meanest and most immoral part of mankind ? 
Because, for such Christ died: and by their con- 
version, he brings to nought things that are, that 
no flesh should glory in his presence. He sends 
also, the same gospel to the first cities on the earth, 
for in them like wise, are his elect: and when they are 
found among the mighty and noble, and the wise 
men of this world, he makes it manifest, that his 
gospel will bear the closest scrutiny, and that it is 
worthy of all acceptation. UA | 


Abo rene | Thus 


* 
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* Thus, at last, it triumphed in the Roman 
dominions. For almost three hundred years, in that 
enormous Empire, the heathen raged, and the 
people imagined a, strange thing, against the Lord, 
and against his anointed, But, in defiance of all 
their rage, there was very early a church at Rome, 
whose faith was spoken of throughout the whole world: 
and afterwards, a church as much respected by the 
powers of this world, as in its primitive state, it 
had been oppressed and despised. Would to 
God, that the church at Rome had continued as 
sound in faith, and as circumspect in conduct, 
under its temporal advancement, as when the 
members of that church were denied the com- 
mon rights of men ! 


Let me now remind you, when, and how it 
pleased God to send his gospel into this country. 


Mr. Henry, in his History of England, informs 
us, that St. Gregory, (who was advanced to the 
papal chain, A. D. 590.) prompted by his zeal 
for religion, and having bis own compassion ex- 
cited by the sight of some beautiful English youths 
exposed to sale in the streets of Rome, resolved 
to attempt the conversion of their country men, 
who, as he was told, were still heathens. With 
chis view, he appointed Austin, or Augustine, 
(not the great Augustine, but) a Monk of St. 
Andrews at Rome, with forty other Monks, to go 


into England, and endeayour to bring the people 
« <4 


6 FI 
of that country to the knowledge and N of 


nn 


In the southern part of England, Austin's mis- 
sion, such as it was, succeeded. But at that 
time, the Britons, strongly attached to their own 
antient customs, and greatly irritated at the pride 
of Austin, who did not so much as rise from his 
seat to receive them at their coming into the coun- 
cil, rejected all his proposals; which put the 
meek apostle into so violent a passion, that he 
threatened them with the wrath of heaven, and 
with the hostility of the N 


We cannot wonder 4 Austin was treated wich 
so little ceremony by the Britons, since they had 
received the gospel of Christ long before he 
made a pompous appearance in the county of Kent. 
It is probable, the gospel was first brought into 
this Island by the apostle Paul. This honor has 
been ascribed to Saint James, to Simon, sirnamed 
Zelotes, to Simon Peter, and to Saint Paul. Mr. 
Henry, after a concise discussion of this subject, 
concludes it thus: In a word, though it would be 
rash and unwarrantable in a modern writer to 
affirm positively, that the apostle Paul preached 
the gospel in Britain, yet it is certainly no pre- 
sumption to affirm, that if any of the apostles 
preached in this island, it was most probably the 
apostle Paul. | 


What 


— 


{MS 
What a mercy to us, and millions more, that 
the gospel of Christ is yet in our native country! 
Vet here it is; and in the church of England, 
by Methodists, and by dissemers, the gogpel 


is now preached in Great Britain, beiter, and 


wich more energy, than when I first heard 
its joyful sound. — It must be, owned, that 
among all parties, chere have been strange devi- 


ations from the truth, the discipline, and simpli- 


city of the gospel. But of late, within half a cen- 
tuty, many have been raised up to preach 
he gospel amongst us boldly, and wich great 
success. I am sorry to add, a still greater number 
of ministers remain in England, who seem to be 
weary of the gospel of Chtist.— May the, Lord of 
the harvest revive us again, by sending forth a 
auc cession of labourers into his harvest, nn 
that ous ee Jr | 

I nene itt wn loge | 1 

This place, such alina, (for 1 | chal h 
no eulogium upon it,) was erected ſor gospel 
worship. It was begun, carried on, and is so far 
linished, in hope that posterity will say, and have 
reason to say, when they look towards it, TERRE 
THEY' PREACH TAE cos EI. Ves, I hope, that 
increasing crowds, as they walk up and down those 
fields, soon to be converted into streets, will, as 
hey pass by this place, say, TUERE THEY PRRACH 
THE GOSPET,, This thought gives me real plea- 
sure. You enjoy with me the pleasing predi etion. 
May we therefore, often unite in prayer to God, 


1 
that it may be. fulfilled; and that, long as the 
world may continue, (which is perhaps of shorter 
duration than some imagine,) here, and abroad, 
the word of God may more and more prevail. 


I do not mean to divert your attention from 
this subject by any formal consecration of this 
place of worship. They who imagine some cere- 
mony of this kind would be decent, if not neces- 
sary, on such an occasion, may enjoy undisturbed 
by me, their own opinions. I only beg leave to 
think for myself, and with my friends on this business. 
We say, if they who assemble here, have the 
love of God shed abroad in their hearts, this 
place of worship will be sufficiently consecrated by 
the divine presence: but if that blessing is not 
enjoyed by us, we believe that here, or in any 
other place, we should come together as unholy 
and profane, 


As I cannot quit the important subject before 
me to say any thing more on consecration, neither 
Shall I be diverted from it, by giving you a nar- 
rative of our removal from Grafton-Street, nor by 
informing you at whose expence this Meeting was 
built in troublesome times. If ever I give any 
account of these things, it will be in print, and 
not from the pulpit. In this situation, I shall only 
add, that I am not elated by the erection of this 
place on my own account. My voice will soon 


be too feeble to be heard distinctly within these 
Refs 0 - walls. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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walls. But while J can be heard, I hope here to 


preach the gospel of Jesus Christ: and when I 
must desist from that delightful employ, God 
Almighty grant, that a long succession of evan- 


gelical ministers may ascend this pulpit, and so 
preach in it, that the Lord alone may be 


exalted ! 


But let us now consider, What the gospel is: 
What is said of it in the sacred scriptures : What 


is there said of them that receive it: and of 


them that reject the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Fixsr. Of the gospel of Christ. 


It is well known, many verbal definitions have 
been given of the gospel ; and it would be difficult 
to determine which of them is best. I shall not 
hazard any opinion on this subject ; but content 


myself with saying, That the gospel is, a sacred 


report of those facts concerning Jesus Christ, 


| which are essential to our salvation, we being what 


we really are in the sight of God. 


If this be true, the gospel is a contrivance of 


divine wisdom to provide for the spiritual wants 
of sinful men, in such a manner as to inforce and 
make practicable, every duty that is well pleasing 
to God our Saviour. In this system of facts con- 
cerning Jesus Christ, each of them makes some 


Provision to supply our wants; and taken all to- 
gether 


> 


F 


4 
s 


(un) 
gether, they contain mercies and blessings innu- 
merable ; exceeding great and precious. | 


The first fact I am now disposed to mention, is 


this: That the Lord jesus Christ was fore-ordained 


io be the su of his people. 


If he is not their zurety, he cannot be their 
Saviour, But the moment he engaged to be 
their surety, he made himself responsible to pay 
their dreadful debt. That debt arising ſrom their 
disobedience, could not be paid with corruptible 
things as silver and gold. It could only. be dis. 
charged with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb or sacrifice, without blemish, and without 
spot. If this debt was to be thus discharged, it 
follows, that in order to pay it, Christ must be 
incarnate, and found in fashion as a man, But 
though his incarnation was postponed to the ful- 
ness of time, verily he was fore-ordained before 


the foundation of the world, to be the surety and 


redeemer of his elect. 


Another fact essential to our salvation is, the 
actual INCARNATION of the Son of God, by his 
taking upon him, not the nature of angels, but the 
seed of Abraham, 


In the second Psalm it is said of the Messiah, 
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
Not, I will beget, but this day have I begotten 

N thee: 


. . ee en OOO 
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the old mm, it was put _ "3. of Moses, 


( 12 ) 


thee : that is, from the beginning, or ever the 


earth was. And when he, the Father, bringeth in 
the first begotten into the world, he saith, And 


let all the angels of God worship him. From 


angels therefore, the dignity of his Sonship was not 
concealed at his incarnation. Nor vas it con- 
cealed from believers. For they also, beheld his 


glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 


Father, full of grace and truth. 


But why was our Lord incarnate, and seen of 
angels, and of men, in sucha state of humiliation ? 
I answer, that when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that they who believe in him, might 
receive the adoption of sons. Isaiah said, The 
Lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake; he 


will magnify the law and make it honourable, 
He has done this: and is the end of the law for 


righteousness to every one that believeth, : 

Had Christ appeared .to vs only as a naive, 
and not as a Saviour, he must have been the 
minister of sin. For, in proportion as mere laws 
are multiplied to sinful men, offences will abound. 
However excellent any external law may be, by 
whatsoever name it is called, old or new, by it 
alone, transgressions will increase. ben it 
pleased God to give a new edition of the moral 


law at Mount Sinai, as it only mgde a part of 


2 and 


— 
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and received by the disposition of angels. But 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. - He there- 
fore is made to believers a quickening spirit; and 
is, in no sense of the word, the minister of sin. 
On the contrary, in him is the law of the spirit of 
life, which makes us free from the law of sin and 
death. * 


Another fact essential to our salvation is, the 
DECEASE of our incarnate Saviour. 


This did not happen till he had passed invin- 
cibly, through the whole train of those temptations 
that were appointed for him. Then, and not before, 
he bowed his head and said, IT Is FINISHED. 


In what a serious manner does the apostle speak 
of his death to the Corinthians. His words are, 
Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have 
received, and wherein ye stand; by which also ye 


are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 


unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For 
I delivered unto you first of all, that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins ac- _ 
cording to the scriptures. 


Nov the scriptures inform us, that Christ once 
suffeted for sins, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God: and, that he gave him- 
zelf for us that believe in him, that he might re- 

. deem 


* 
* 
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(14). 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Under the old testament, the death gf 


Christ was prefigured by the daily, and most 


solemn sacrifices which were offered to God by 
the law of Moses: and in the new testament, it 


| Is set before us, as the yza and awry of every 


promise pertaining to the kingdom of God. 


The reasoning of the apostle on this subject, in 
the epistle to the Hebrews, is unanswerable. If, 
said he, the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sancti- 
fieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God? 


Another fact essential to our salvation is, the 
RESURRECTION of our Lord from the dead. 


On this important article of our creed, the 
same apostle argues thus: Now if Christ be preached 


| that he rose from the dead, how say some among 


you, that there is no resurrection of the dead? 


205 if chere be no resurrection of the dead, then 


Christ not risen. And if Christ be not risen, - 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain, Yea, and we are found false witnesses of 


God; because we have testified of God, that he 


raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be 
1 8 1 that 


* 


616) 
that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, 
then is not Christ raised. And if Christ be not 
raised, your faith is vain: ye are yet in your sins, 


What strong arguments are these for the resur- 
rection of Christ, and for the blissful resurrection 
of them that believe in him! If he is not raised, 
their surety is not discharged: and if so, his 
atonement is not complete. But now it appears, 
that Christ is risen from the dead, and become the 
first- fruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrec- 


tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even 


$0 in Christ shall all be made alive. 


These are glad tidings. But between these 
tidings and faith in them, there is a broad line of 
distinction. Our faith is not Christ, nor is 1T the 
report of him: but is the reception of that report. 


Faith neither died for our sins, nor rose again 


for our justification: but Christ did both of these 
things. He alone is our Saviour; nor can any 
ching in us, or others, supply his place. In short, 
deliverance from sin, and from the wages of it, 


as well as the hope of eternal life, depend on his 


merit, are obtained by his blood, and enjoyed 


through faith to the glory of his Name. 7; 


Another fact essential to our salvation 1s, the 
ASCENSION of Christ into heaven. 


When, 


— — — — — 


( 16 ) 
- When he ascended thither, he went up into the 


most holy place as our forerunner, and as the 


High Priest of our profession.—They who statedly 
worship in the church of England, frequently re- 
peat in their public devotions, what is commonly 
called the apostle's creed, As several of them 
are here this morning, if they now recallect -the 
language of that antient symbol of christian 
faith, they will find it has not been forgotten 
in this discourse. But, that Jesus Christ was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 


dead, and buried; and that the third day he rose 


again from the dead, and ascended into heaven— 
of these things, none of us have any knowledge 
without faith. These articles are articles of belief, 


and must be received, or rejected, just as any 
man does or does not confide in that . on 


which they 1d 


The ascension of Christ was thus foretold by 


David. God is gone up with a shout, the Lord 


with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, 
sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing 
praises, When this prediction was fulfilled, (that 
is, when Christ had ascended on high, led cap- 


tivity captive, received gifts for men, yea for 
the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell 


amongst them, ) the propriety of such exuberant, 
praise was fully eee 7 


( 17 ) 

"Ar first, - indeed, the apostles were amazed when 
| 1 * saw their master taken up, and a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight : but their amazement 

was soon removed; and then they zung his praise with 
gladness, and with comprehensive understanding. 
Previous to his ascension, our Lord had said to 

his disciples, Behold, 1 send the promise of my 
father upon you, but tarry ye in the city of Jeru- | 
alem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
They obeyed his commands. And when the day 
of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. In that place, they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the spirit gave them utterance. 
When they thus spake, some that heard them were 
amazed, and others mocking, said, These men are 
full of new wine. But Peter standing up with the 
Eleven, said, These men are not drunken as ye 
suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 
But this is that which was spoken of by the prophet 

Juoel: And it shall come to pass in the last days, 

+. faith God, I will pour out of my spirit upon all 

flesh, 


The ascension of Christ, cannot properly be 
enjoyed by any man, without the energy, and in- 
fluence of the holy spirit. But, while some pretend 

ic de led by che spirit, who certainly are not under 
& - his: direction, others openly deny that. any such 
13 assistance is now wanted; and of course, not now to 
ah 1 can read . hear ser- 
2 . mony, 
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mons, and talk away on religious subjects, well 
enough, without being endued with power from on 
high —Such are their notions: whereas no man 
can say, that Jesus is the Lord, in a manner which 
that Lord approves, but by the Holy Ghost. The 
extremes therefore to be avoided on this important 
subject are, high-flown, and vain pretences to those 
gifts and powers we do not possess on the one 
hand, and on the other, that unbelief of promised. 
assistance, which, as it prevails, prevents us from | 
entering into the kinglak of God. 


Another fact een to our Salvation is, the 
INTERCESSION of our great High Prieſt. N . 


How agreeably does Paul speak of n1s death, 
resurrection, ascension, and intercession, in these 
few words: Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died; yea rather that is risen again, 
who is even at the right-hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us, On these facts the 
apostle triumphed : and in behalf of himself, and 
of other believers, said, We are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us. 


He that successfully prayed for Peter, when 
nothing short of that favor could have been suffi- 
om for him, ever lives to make intercession for 

When tempted and proved to be perverse, Le 
are not even then forgotten of him. Let us there- 
fore come boldly to the throne of grace, that = may 


* 
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obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. But, may we well remember, without 
being offended at the truth, we are always welcome 
to approach that throne, not because ve have | 
deserved such indulgence, but because Christ hath 
an unchangeable priesthood, and is able to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 


them. 


| Having mentioned so many things essential to our 
salvation, I again say, That the gospel is a report of 
these and of other verities concerning Jesus Christ. 
Not a mere rumour, but a report; not a vulgar, 
” but a sacred report of these glad tidings: a report 
| ENG, voy of all acceptation, 


-SzcondLy, Of what i Is $aid of the 1 in 
the sacred scriptures. 


* 


I do not ask what is said of it by unbelievers. 
Too much deſerence has been often paid to their 
opinions. But I, who am persuaded that every 
unbeliever is vicious or yain, who court not their 
applause, nor dread their resentment, cannot pay 

them ee ORE: 


U THT 
I low, he? some ana the P are _ 
men of literature, of civil carriage, and of con- bs. 
siderable consequence in the state; and in that | 
view, they a are degerving of our respect: but it is 
| "Dez. i 1 Y evident 


. + 12 p F 
. . 4 rl © 


_ 
75 5 ä 
2 | . Ls EN . 
* 5 20 
15 evident a much greater x number of those "gentlemen 
are of no such i importance. When however, they 
are most respectable, to infer they are therefore, 
competent Judges: j in the prtteni case, an in- 
ference at which a logician would laugh, pro- 
vided he v was not strongly prejudiced i in their favor. 
Leaving it to others to pay that homage to' un- 
believers I am' not disposed to give them, let us 
consider what is said of the gospel of Christ in the 
1 holy scriptures. We need go no further; we can 
1 go no higher. For when we appeal to the scrip- 
1 tures on this subject, we carry our appeal to that 
testimony which cannot be broken, and to that 
authority which is p. ee id x: "op the 


ws ape es 49 888 


They inform us plainly EPS the" on the 


most serious debate, that we goopel 9 8 goopel 
of Gop. 


* - * * 
A 


Paul, writing to the church at "Raine: declares, 
he was separated to the gospel of God: and lower 
down i in the same Epistle, bays, © T1 have written the 
more boldly to you in some sort, as putting you in 
mind, becauſe of the grace' that is given to me of 
God, that I should be a minister of Jesus Christ to 
the Pas ie e the © Fo pel of God, 


4 * 1 X , . 
On f 2 18110 . tf K 


4 


| ® on this 1 view of the grape! 1 depends. 
The ame apostle therefore, s Said to the. church of 

38 For this WP al thank we God 
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without ceasing,” because when, ye receivetl the * 


word of Gd which, ye heard of us, ye receifetlit, 
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth: the 
word of Gov, which effectually worketh also in 
you that believe. On any other principle, how 
could it have worked effectually in them, and 


how can it work effectually in us? Believe me, 


we shall never be edified, never be stedfast, never 


95 ee of the GRACE of God. 


be an honor to our profession, here, nor any 
here else, unless we believe that the el is the 
goopel of oe 1 +16 


1 + 


The Scriptures Farther inform us, that the rope! 
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This I 3 to recollect in "il IR 
I am permitted to preach, For I am convinced 


| when this is forgotten, no sermon can well deserve 


the serious attention of a christian audience, The 
address of Paul to the Elders of the church at 
Ephesus, well deserves our notice. And now, said 
he, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, 
not e things which shall befal me there: 
save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, 
ng, tbar bonds and afflictions abide me. But 


none of these things move me, neither count 1 


my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which * 
received of the Lord Jesus, to e 


„. 


* 


gospel of ts GRACE ot Ou. 
2 . 4 E. 4 22 f i 
Fi. IE K What 


— —— <——— 5 


* 
* 6 p % 
a — — — 
3 . 


1 2 
- bees CW 


+ 


3 25 (' v8 ) 

Wbat an example of fidelity, and of wy cour- 
l Burithey who account the liſe that now is, 
dearer to themselves than that which is to come, 
muct think ihat the apostle was a little extravagant. 
A fond and criminal attachment to this world, 
generally produces such censure on the most he- 
roic actions of the ministers of jesus Christ. How 
invaluable is that grace which makes us read the 
animated language of the apostle with very different 
emotions, and sets the affections both of ministers, 


and of them who are not in the ministry, on things 


above! May this grace reign in us unto eternal 
_ by Jeus en, Lord! 


Further still; the ecriptures frequently peak of 
the  goupe! as the gospel of OUT. 


I am not 8 wid: Paul u to the Romans, of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is 
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith. Here we may remark, that if the righteousness 
of God, revealed in che gospel of Christ, is re- 
vealed 0 faith, by faith it must be received, every 
one ſor himself. For in this business, no man can 
be a proxy for bis neighbour. The just shall live 
by big own faith, e, 1 other 
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in our hearts with pleasure, we shall be brought 
into unfeigned subjection to Christ. But if we do 
not receive it as nis gospel, revealing to us what 
he really is, what he has done, is doing, and will 
yet do for them that believe in him, how much $0 
ever we may seem to exalt it, and to commend it 
to others, this will be in word only, and not by 
that obedience of faith for which the gospel of Jes us 
Christ was, and is made known to all nations. 


Again; the scriptures assert, that whenever. the 


gospel is the savour of life unto life, it is 50, ty the 
energy of the yoLY G7. 


By him the gospel was revealed to men, and by 
him it is made effectual to their salvatiori. Pro- 
phecy came not in old time, nor at any time, by 
the will of man, but holy men of God. spake as 


they were moved by the Holy Ghost: and what- 


ever they said, and wrote, was always ineffectual, 
without the influence of that divine gent. Saul 
of Tarsus had the gospel in the old tes tament, often 
in his hands while he was a Plarisee. But when it. 
pleased God, who Separated him from his mother's 
womb, to call him by his gra⸗. e, and to reveal his 


son in him, that he night preach Christ among the | | 


heathen, immediately, he cönſerred not with eh 


and blood, but 5 that faith which be once 5 
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64 
ceived Christ, in consequence of their being horn 
of God: and can we suppose, that regeneration is 
not now necessary to a true and proper reception 
of Jesus Christ? I cannot. The natural man 


receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, (in 


any age, or place) for they are foolishness unto 
him; neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. 


Once more; the scriptures assure us, that the 


gospel is the gospel of xu. 


So we read in the first Chapter of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. But we muſt not imagine, that by 
the word of truth, the writer of that Epistle, 
meant only to ſay, that the goſpel was true and 
no lie; THAT must be said of the moral law; but 


Paul spale of the gospel of Christ, and of it, as 


being emphatically the word of truth. It is truth, 
in distinction from all types and shadows. It is 
truth in opposition to every thing that is fabulous 
and vain. Tt is that truth which quickens, illumi- 
nates, congoles, and sanctifies every believer, | 1 
may add, it is that truth, compared with which, 
even the law of Moses hath no, glory. (2. Cor. ili.) 
The gospel being in this transcendent manner 
the word of truth, is, on that xt AP 
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Again; the scriptures inform us, het the 
gowel of the new temen ks the 1155 
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bos ET that was enjoyed by the patriarchs and the 
prophets, 


Adam, before he was expelled from paradise, 
heard the Lord God say to the serpent, I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel, But these words, though 
spoken to the serpent, were pronounced for the 
consolation of our fallen parents, and for the con- | 
solation of all their degenerate posterity which 
should at any time, believe in Jesus Christ. This 
famous text therefore, contains the first promise of 
our redemption, and may be considered as the root of 
glad tidings to sinful men. From that living root, 
TP all our salvation, and all our desire. 


Of this salvation Enoch prophecied, nd Noah 
preached: and in the belief of it, Abraham rejoiced. 
Your father Abraham, said our Lord to the Jews, 
rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it and was glad. 
In short, to the author of this salvation, give all 
the prophets witness, that through his name, who- 
soever believeth in him shall receive remission of 


sins. 
As to the mosaic œconomy, many learned men 
have thought, there was less of religious liberty 
under it, than in the days of Enoch, of Noah, and 
of Abraham. This conjecture seems to be well 
upported. For when zome judaized, after the 
E. resurrection 


( 26 ) 
resurrection of Christ, and said, Except ye be 

circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot 
be saved; Peter replied to these corrupters of 
Christianity, why tempt ye God to put a yoke upon 
the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers, 
nor we were able to bear? Under the sinai cove- 
nant, there was a worldly sanctuary, a. middle wall 
of partition, and other things peculiar to that period, 
which were abolished by the death of Jesus Christ. 
But the moral and religious instruction imparted by 
the Jewish Ritual, is permanent; and he that is best 
acquainted with it, so far as I have observed, is 
best acquainted with the gospel. The mode of 
teaching Christ may vary; but he himself, is the 
same n to day, and for ever. 

1 chall only add, the scriptures declare that the 

gospel of Christ i is EVERLASTING. 


On this subject, how solemn, and how pleasing, 
are these words: And I saw another angel fly in 
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 


people. 


The gospel is everlasting, because it is the word 
of that life which is incorruptible. We, if believers 
in Christ, are born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever, —Moral and 

| philosophical 


( 27 | 
philosophical systems, opposite to the gospel 1 
Christ, have but their day. A thousand of those 
systems, though once very much applauded, have 
long since been consigned to oblivion: and, what 
is now in vogue of that cast, will be exploded, and 
perich, For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory 
of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away; but the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto you. 
When we read this gospel, let us recollect, we do 
not read a cunningly devised fable; we do not read 
the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this 
world, that come to nought; but we then read the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wis- 
dom, which God ordained before the world unto 
our glory. | 


Tnixpty, Of what is said in the scriptures of 
them that receive the gospel of Christ. 


They inform us in general, that this gospel is the 
savour of life unto life, and the savour of death 
unto death. Yes, the same gospel which unto the 
Jews was a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness, was unto them that received it, both 
- Jews and Greeks, the power of FIG and the wis- 
dom of God. 


They inform us, that believers are blessed with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in _ 
E 2 > 


(8) 
and that hose blessings will be successively enjoyed 
by them that believe in him to the end of the world. 
It must be so, because they are the blessiags of 
grace; blessings communicated by a power that 
cannot be controlled, and secured by a covenant 


ordered in all things and sure, 


They inform us, that believers are not only 
blessed, but made a blessing to society. God said 
to Abraham, I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing. This promise 
extends to his spiritual posterity, who are all of 
them blessed with faithful Abraham, and made a 
blessing, in their day and generation. By them, 
for the sake of peace, many wrongs have been 
suffered, and many quarrels have been prevented. 
By them, every lawful condition in life is supported 
and improved, and by them those good fruits are 
carefully cultivated, against which there 1s no law. 


Nor can this seem incredible, since the scriptures 
inform us, that believers have power given them 
to become the sons of God. How unmerited, and 
incomparibly great is this priviledge! For if chil- 
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and Joint heirs 
with Christ. This is a priviledge no earthly poten- 
tate has authority to bestow, nor ability to take 
away. He that is invested with it, will enjoy this 
priviledge when all rule, and all ry, and 
power are known no more, 
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Such things, such great and marvellous. things, 
are said of them who cordially embraced the 
gospel of Christ in the apostolic age. A period 
more perilous in Judea, and in other parts of the. 
Roman Empire, for real Christians, than any we 
have yet seen in Great Britain. What calamities 
may be approaching, only pretended prophets 
venture to predict. But whatever we may live to 
see, believers are confident, that nothing can 
separate them from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus, b 


FinALLY, Of what is said in the seriptures of 
them that reject the gospel of Christ. 


It is said, That if ourgospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: in whom the God of this world hath 
blinded the eyes of them that believe not, lest the 
light of che glorious gospel of Christ should shine unto 
them. This saying is highly tremendous: yet it 
contains no apology for those infatuated people who 
love darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil. For what can be more offensive to God 
than the habitual indulgence of such an abominable 
temper ? What is commonly called immorality, 
though justly condemned in every mode of its 
existence, is not half so criminal. But by what 
figure of speech, they who love darkness rather than 
light, are called oxar, I cannot comprehend. 
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ds e and good, that we 1 
ee of neces 0 God, but by Jesus 975 
pris. If therefore, his mediation is deliberately, | 
and obstinately rejected, What must be the final 
3 conmequence to such daring: transgressors ? They , 
. tain e the Almighty, Thou shalt not be 
* een in us. Not by the law, for we daily 
Tr -Uizobey it; Not by the gospel, for we will not 
- receive. it, Not * hell, for if there is such a 
bhee, and we are sent thither, there we shall! 
* blagpheme thy name. Not in heaven, for whatever 
n may be, (if indeed there is any heaven at all) 
| * 2 7 | 12 unless we may enjoy it on the ground of our own 
det ve chall not submit to Whiter into heaven 
"=o * e on . 9 merit of Jesus Christ. 
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A * 5 . But, 1 piety exist in this country ? 
" * x 4 it does not, exactly in this form, Yet, I 
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3 lod, because they have made them as much as 
_ 50 ible their own, ; | 1 i 
10 who have yet only approached to the 
- of border of infidelity, may be of opinion, it is not 
0 * 80. frightful a thing as I have stated. They are 
; * deceived. Let them however, recollect, the scrip- 
je do not only assert, that the most thorough 


3 i. infidels Shall die in their sins, and awake 
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EY to everlaning "hy but thi 14 this alas... 
ing question,: How shall we escape, if. we neg- _ 
lect 80 great calyation.? Under aue negledh,. 

believers themselves, cannot escape chastisement; fe 


Awful as these words are, 


nor can unbelievers. escape divine vengeance. feof I 
For the Lord Jesus shall be revealed. frow 13 
heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming; re, 
taking vengeance on t n that know Ws Golf 
that obey not the gospel of ouf i 


when we consider that this vengeance is approsch- Fy, 


ing, and that it will be 1 I. mut — * T | 
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of all saints, is this grace given, that I should 


unsearchable riches, but to be partakers of SY 


serious manner, professed 


young men, like other apostates, attempt to jugily 
their revolh ad insinuate, that if we 1 


now hasten to the Close of this 9 3 . 55 


At this 0 I feel myself moch Aected by. bb» 
thinking that unto mi who am less chan the least 4 


preach among you, and occasionally to others, , 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. And, my dear 
friends, I hope, you like wise, are suitably alfected 
with your own mercies. For unto you is this © 
grace given, not only to read, and hear of these 


invaluable Hlessings. 


But do you know, that some amongst us bave 
lately rejected that gospel, which they once, in a 
7, W How affect - 
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ing is such apostacy! and 
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